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Introduction 
 
CAPRA is a software developed by EPPO (within the PRATIQUE project) to assist pest risk analysts in running the 
EPPO decision-support scheme for Pest Risk Analysis (PRA), and other decision-support schemes.  
It presents all questions of the scheme in a user friendly interface. For most questions guidance and examples are 
given. It also provide tools for assessor to help them doing their work and harmonizing outcomes of PRAs for 
different pests and by different analysts (e.g. the Visualizer and risk matrices to combine answers). For some 
questions, link to relevant databases are included. 
 
 
 
 

"This work is supported by the European Union 7th Framework Programme project PRATIQUE (Grant Agreement No. 
212459)." 
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Concept 
 
The sections 
 
The software is constructed with independent modules corresponding to the different sections of the PRA 
scheme. 

 
 
 
It is possible to work on each module independently allowing the preparation of the PRA to be split between 
different experts. 

Other Modules 

Module 1 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 
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Installing CAPRA and updates 
The software can be downloaded at the following address: http://capra.eppo.org/download.php 
CAPRA is compatible with Windows XP, Vista, Seven.  
Minimal configuration is as follows: RAM: 256Mo, CPU: > 1Ghz, HD: 50Mo 
 

   

Installing the software may require administrator rights. If this is the case, ask your administrator. 
 
It is important to ensure that CAPRA and CAPRA_Works directory have reading and writing rights. 

 
By default the software is installed in the following directory C:\ Program Files\ CAPRAE  
Run the installation by clicking Next at each step. .ȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŎǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Start Menu folder. A desktop icon may also be created. 

 

  
 
At the end of the installation, one option is pre-selected: - Run CAPRA 
 
A directory CAPRA_Works is created under the directory « my documents ». 
This directory will contain future working files (CAPRA Work unit) as well as backup files. 
 

Updates 
If any update of the software is available, you will be automatically proposed to update it when launching the 
programme (you may deselect this feature in the Options).   

http://capra.eppo.org/download.php
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Running CAPRA 
 
When launching the programme the following screen will appear first. 

 
 
Please, read the introduction and close it to begin using CAPRA. 
You may tick the box at the bottom of the page to skip this screen next time.  
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Create or open a CAPRA file 

 

 
 
To work with CAPRA, you are given the choices between: 
- creating a new work file on your computer 
- open existing work files on your computer 
- open recent files 
 
In the future a team mode will be included so that several experts will be able to work on the same file. 
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Beginning a new work  
If you select ά.ŜƎƛƴ ŀ new PRAέ, a window opens where you can enter the title and select the appropriate 
template. Currently 3 templates are available: 
- the last approved version of EPPO decision support scheme for PRA (equivalent to EPPO Standard PM 5/3(4) 

adopted in 2009): EPPO version 2009 
- a PRA scheme taking into account the work packages developed within PRATIQUE: PRA for PRATIQUE 
- the decision support scheme for eradication, which is the outcome of work package 5 of PRATIQUE. It is not a 

PRA per se, but it is a tool to be used to decide on measures to be applied in case an outbreak is found. 
The language of the scheme and the number of the version (under CAPRA) as well as the last update is given. 
 

 
 

A CAPRA work file (with the extension .capra) has now been created. This file will be used by the programme to 
save the data. By default, all capra files are stored in the CAPRA_Works directory. While you are working backups 
are created every 10 minutes (but answers to questions are automatically saved as soon as you go to the next 
question). 
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Home page: Section list 
 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άtw!¢Lv¦9έ tw!Σ ōǳǘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
CAPRA. 
The Name of the file that you have given is noted at the top of the page.  
Upper part of the screen (red rectangle):  
Close this PRA: to close the current work file 
Change PRA Title: to change the title 
Generate Report: to generate a report and export data (see specific page) 
Gen Graph: by clicking on this button, you will be able to visualize the relationship between questions within one 
section (see specific page) 
 

 
 
Left part of the screen (green rectangle) 
The different sections of the PRA are listed, with their title and the number 
of questions. A horizontal bar colours in green as the work progress (on the 
left: Section A is half finished, Section B is not yet began). 

 
 
Central part of the screen (orange rectangle) 
A short description of the objective of the section is given. 
The status (finished or not) and the date of the last modification is also given. 
Relevant indicators/flags for each module will also be displayed.  
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You should in any case begin with the Initiation section as this may influence the other questions to be 
answered: e.g. you will be asked the type of pest under analysis (e.g. arthropod, plant) and only relevant questions 
and examples will be presented in the following questions 
 

To access a module, click on the arrow  
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Questionnaire 
Each section includes several questions which may be presented on different screens. Som introductoty text is 
usually provided for each section. Please read it as it is useful! 
By default, on the left, the list of questions answered for the section is provided. You may also click on this list to 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ά{Ƙƻǿ [ŜŦǘ aŜƴǳέ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ 
the list of questions. 
 
 

 
 
List of buttons available in the questionnaire 

 

This appears when a note is available for the question. When you 
click on the button the note will appear. 

 
This appears when useful internet links are available. 

 

This appears when examples are available for the question. When 
you click on the button the examples will appear. 

 
By clicking on this button guidance on how to decide on the level 
on uncertainty is given. 

 

This appears when guidance is available for the question. When 
you click on the button the guidance will appear. 

 
To run matric models with Genie 

 
To run the Vizualizer tool 

 

To go back to section list To go to next or previous screen 

Explanations how to use 
these tools are given in the 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ άTools included in 

CAPRAέ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ 
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Answering questions in a section

 
 
You have to answer all questions successively. Some questions are simply answered by ticking a box, some are 
free text (see above).  
Most questions are composed of different elements: a rating, a level of uncertainty and a justification. 
. 

 
 
Notes 

For some questions, notes are included to help understanding the questions. Click on  to see them.  
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Guidance  
Guidance is also available for some questions. Click on the button Guidance and a new window will open. Some 
guidance is just text, some is composed of subquestions that will automatically generate a rating for the question 

 

 
 
 
 
If you do not answer a question which is obligatory, a warning will appear. 

  
 

Justifications 
Some justifications to questions are obligatory: they are highlighted in red; some are not and are highlighted in 
green.  
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To provide a detailed justification, click on άEditέ. A new window will open and offer the possibility to have edited 
text with pictures, tables, etc. 

 
 
When you have answered, green colour appears around the question. Answers to questions are automatically 
saved as soon as you go to the next question. 
 
It is possible to skip (temporarily) the justification to one question by clicking ά{ƪƛǇέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
the next question, but you will have to provide a justification to finalize your PRA. 
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Examples 
Some examples of pests previously evaluated in PRAs are provided to help answering some questions. Click on the 

button  to access them.  
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Generate a report of PRA 
You may generate a report of your PRA (including all relevant questions and your answers) in different 
formats: Word, Excel, XML.  

Click on  at the top on the section list page.  
CƻǊ ²ƻǊŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ όάƛƴƭƛƴŜέύ ƻǊ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ όά/ƻƭǳƳƴέύΦ  
By defaults, notes to questions are not included in the report to save space, but you may choose to 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ά!ŘŘ ƴƻǘŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ όά9Řƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǇŀƎŜέύ.  
 
Formatting options: 
- When answers include ratings, they may be aligned on left or on right of the page. 
- Breakpages may be included automatically between pathways. 
 

 
 
  



 CAPRA 16 

 

 

EPPO ς  2011 

Tools included in CAPRA 

Add tagNote 

 
 
When you are in a section, you have access ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭ ά!ŘŘ ǘŀƎbƻǘŜέ.  
Click on the button, and a red square will appear. Click on it to open a window. You may write notes to remind you 
important points. You may change the colour of the square by selecting another colour in the drop down menu 
(this is useful to have a colour code for different kinds of information or for different persons reviewing the 
document). 
Click anywhere on your screen to close the window (only the square will be visible).  
/ƭƛŎƪ 5ŜƭŜǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ  

 
  




















